PEMCE IS5 A DINTIO MaTTER

f.1 THE BPECIAL ROLE OF MUNICIPALITIES IN KOR{INWG FOR PEALE
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The federal government has also sapiicitly f@;ﬁgniﬁ@% the right of  sunicip:

governaents to bhe active in promoting disar & 1shad
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war by promoting disarmament

As well sz the leogal right, municipal )
ibility and duty to work for peace and disarsmasent, Epding
areventing nuclear war is not just one of ]
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declarations by the vast aaj
January 19@& there are over

o
at

major cities such as Toronto, Vancouver, Hemilton and Regina noE.C., there
are 30 towns and cities that been declared NWFls by their iOCéi governments,
{See Appendlxz | for a cosplete li1st of Canadian MWFZs.)

anadian municipalities conducted public

£y

I 1982 and 1983, approximately 200
referenda on general disarmament. [n gvary case, the publicv voted to support
disarmament, with an average support of 74.2% af the voters. Gnother inmportant
action that has frequently been taken by civic governments is L0 pess & motion
urging the Government to char poesition on  a particular disarnament
issue, Far examnle, 91 Canadian munic 1is have passed asntions %ﬁéﬁ?%'
ing a mutual and verifiable nuclear ons fFreeze. Many councils ars also on
le

record as opposing cruise miss: t in Canada. A wide variety of other
disarmament measures have besen undertaben By civic governaents 3 {
country, including the co-s ponsoring of seace

I

¢
education evente and a tzv1t1@§3 dedicatin &
special council committes on peaca, and forming sister-
towns and cities in the Soviet Unian,

L.4, FIRST WORLD COMFEREKNCE OF HMAYORS FOR PEACE

The participation of towns and cities 1n proamoling peace received Jurthor
nomentum  from the F'r't World Conterence of Mavors for Ppace Thraugh Inter

City Solidarity held ; 1985, The conference wes attanded by
the mayors of 98 it { S50 viries,  and was hosted by the mavors  of
Hiroshima and Nquﬂaksa ' 1 & toe the conference on August &, 1982
marxing ?g »Gth arﬂz\ rCobeombing of  his  oity, Hirpshisa
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"A large gortion cf the wafid'i o on o1s
in cities, and 1f 3 nuclear war breaks cut, 1t
that cities and their inhabitantsz will be fhe
for destructicon and death, The protection pf
nuclear war is a vital duty of all city mayor
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unanimously agreed that ity
agreed to make the Conferen

The mayors from the 98 cities at &
c

¢h mavor pledged to comaunicets the
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must be involved in the disarmamer

V”
&n  ongoing, permanent drgﬁfiiﬂﬁi . Eag
results and carry on the wark af tha canterence 1n Nis or her awn country. t
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the conclusion of the [onderence the seyors issusd the
which sald in pari:

"We take the experience of Hiroshima as our own and consider

it not as a mere incident of the past but as a warning to the
future of humankind, He have pledged curselves Lo #xert our
utmost eiforts towards the totael abolition of nuclear arsenals
and the attainment of lasting world peace, We have pledged to
unite ourselves by estahlishing firm bonds of sriendship and
sglidarity, transcending nationsl bounderiss, igeologies, and
crseds in order to secure the lives and properties of our peaple
and beoueath to futurs g@n@ratisw* the history and culture of
pur citiss, which took thousands of years to dwvaia ceaWe must
lay a well-established foundation for lasting wor'd peace through
inter-gity and inter-people solidarity.”

.9 THE CITY OF vamMCOUveER oMb FEACE

The City of Vancouver Ras bhesn ot the faref
prace. The following ssctions dascribe son
taken by the City, Mavar, and Douncil of Jmﬁi:“

of the %ivﬁﬁﬁﬁ gf citiss dfor
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2.1 NUCLEAR WEAPOM FREZ IO

Un April 19, i?@i' Vancouvar Dity Cpuncil passed & amotion that declared Vano
couver to be @ "nuclear weapon fres zone”. The aclion stated "that any ocanu-
facturae, storage, trangportation or distridulion of suth weaporn i
coaponencs  be banned within oue bo : ‘ The vio cal
Council  to "strike a commitbtes {0
wegnons zone declaration for Vancouver”.
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Foliowing the recompendations of
Tity bylaws to give legal force to
ment By-law (B33795) was amsended

Ho person shall use or ceocupy land and no development
nerait shall be 1 b .

or storage of a

PR TR
MabuT

bhe Fire By-law ([

180, MHNotwithstanding any other provision of this By~law, it
shall bhe unlawful for any person Lo store or transport
a nuclear weapon or any coaponent thersof within the
a’* h»
Wi /;

Other measures taken by Coungil to ;iva substance to the NWFI declaration
sncluded  putting 15 NEFI signs arou the perisster of the city, & postal
azter stamp, &nd a hist&fi& pégﬁaﬁﬁ bs well, Louncil passed a apiion urging
the fedaral goveranment : af Vancouver a NWFI. Dity Council
hag  no o jurisd : which is operated vy  the Cansda Ports

gnt. The Minister of Yransport has
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refused éﬁ act on Council’'s reqguest to have the Fort of Yancouver aiso dec-
i..
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2.2 MUNICIPAL REFERENDA

referends

Vancouver City Council has approved and conducted two o
ﬁ&aLﬁ issues during civic elections., In the Novestber
sters were asked the following guestion:

“Do you suppe the goel of gener isarmanent and mandate
the federal gav@r.fﬁﬂt gotiat implesent, with olther
governments, the balanced steps that will lead to the earlipst

g
possible achisvement of this goal?”

on

1
&
izipal election,

A resounding BOY of Vancouver approved this resolution, and City loun-
cil sent the results to the Canadian Bovernment, the United Netions, and the
Governsents of the United States Soviet Union,

Uo November 17, 1984, Vancouver voters had a second opportunity Lo vots in a
disarmament rererendum during civie elections., This second piebescite dealt
specifically with cruise missile testing in Canada, and was worded as follows:

cil asking the Federal
he bi-lateral agressent
tal any further

“Are you in favour of Vancouver City Coun
Bovernment to exercise its oplion unrder t
with the United States Governsent, to can
of the cruise missile in this country.”

testing

This resplution was supported by votars

2.3 CO-BPONSURGHIP OF ANHUAL PEACE MARCH
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thousands o4 Vencouverites tawxe itn the streel and part
i~ i ~ 5
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Lity Douncils
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2.4 BPECIAL COUNCIL CONNITTEE ON PEALDE

oot

Through its co-sponsorship of the annual Walk for Peace and support of othe

disarnament initiatives, YV uncil setablished and maintained

a o
tlose informal relationship with the broadly based peace organizatiors in th
city., To put this important relationship on a more official and permane
aasis, City Council on Hareh 12, 19€% sstablished a Special il Uopamitt
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on Peace. The Cosmitiee includes representatives from [ various
peace ocrganizations, and mesis regularly to diezuss ty can
take to promote peace. The two primary functions of to oact

as a "clearinghouse® of various initiatives on pesle
and Council $or consideration; and to initiate z' f‘ nd  propnsals  for
development in vooperation with cther Canadian municip rties

2.5 SUPPORT OF PEACE IKITIATIVES

In the last few ysars, ths City Council of Yancouver has passed many potions
supporting specific peace and disarmenznt initiastives. A rmartial list of somse
nf the most isportant sotions ingiude:

Feh, 22, 1983: Urged the Oanadian  GBovernsent to declare Lanage @
puclsgar weapans free gone.

dung 21, 1983: Opposed the t&atim‘ of siles 11 Qanada.
Mar, 27, 1984: Urged a national reterendum at next feveval election on

crulse smissile éﬁmtzﬁg»

Hay 99, 1984: Requested the Proviarial Governeent to  declare  B.D.
nuciear wedpon freg 20né.
Supported a mutual verifiable nuclear weapons fregze.
Again urged B.C. and Cenadian OGovernments to form NWFIs,
fppused the militerization of ouler space and called fur
no fanaﬁiaﬂ involvesent in Star dars.

surted a Comprshensive 7

“

Lee,
May
J\i}‘}’

Moy, 13..4

Gfter thess and other motions were passed by Uity Qouncii,
cated to the provinegial or federal  governs R
approves motion was us i

T Uy @y

2ily sent tn the Federation of
along with 2 letter urging other towns and cities to

2.6 SOLIDARITY WITH OVHER CITVIES

On February (5, 1983, Vancouver Uity Council adopted 2 2rog
the Maveors of Miroshisa and Napazaki “to prosote sclidaraity
the total abolition of suclear weapons”, The stated pur
to  "awaken concern among cities for the adication of

gstablishing ¢l gn?143"§ty betwoan ¢ s 0+ the

put forwara by
A towards
programn 1%

through

recommends  dhat Ta city which has joined
should exert its 9%%&?&3 in introduc

setive in
Yanoouver
g Througn

possible”. Since adopting the | 1 it
progating inter-city solidarity in working fof
attended the August, 1980 First World

py o

Inter-City Solidarity in Hiroshinoa G

Vancouver sent letters to wver 400
the peace actions untuvtaken by Vanco v O
take similar actions in the cause ot ;Eﬁﬁ? and Yo proamo 5
towards the abolition of nuclear sens.”  Vancouver has  slso  Dbee
active in urging disarmasent énitia,;vwﬁ r o the F%fer Tas
Municipalities. Fipally, the recently established Speuiel
Peacw vean mandated by | ; watabl: cioser snil mwrx*y w\%r £
gian cities who are working 3

5

auclear arms in bthe world”,

&



2.7 FUBLIC HEALTH AND PUBLIC EDUCATION

In 1982, the Medical Health (4ficer r oorted to Lity Council that the threat
of nuclear war posed a serious public healih risk to the citizens of Vancou-
ver, His report stated: “if risk to public heslth iz definsd & joint
measure of the probability of zn event, of ite sericu he numbers
affected, then nuclear warfare muﬁt rate as the greztes: to public
health." The report continued by proposing that the only vias siution to
this probles of public health was the preventicn of the gpidemic”
through the dismantiing of nuclear arsenals. This meesurs would only be possi-
ble if there was an inforaed and active general public., The Nedica! Hezlth

Dfficer concluded his report by fim@%&@ﬁdsﬁg that a considerable effort onpust
be pade to infora the public fully shout the risks noeed hy nuclsar  weapons,
and to urge tha public to become aative In woerking for  disarmament. In  the
Spring of 1983, Council followed-up on this report hv areﬁ cing and distribut-
ing a pamphlet to every Yancouver household about r nuclear
weapons, The pamphlet described the number o4 ﬁumia;? wgapong § zvigt, how
a nutlear war could start, the effects of a nuclaear bomb expgloding en Vancou-
ver, goms aneeihle *“Eﬂﬁiﬂﬂ* for ending the ars r&c@, aﬁﬁ how the public can

help bring about disarmament ity Council updated nformation with a
secund pasnhlet produced and dﬁﬁt? buted to Vaﬂaﬁuver cuseholds in the spring
of (986, Thig second pamphlat alse inciuded infs rmation aamui the Vancouver
Centennial Peace Festival.

2.8, VARCOUVER CUNTENMNIAL PEACE FESTIVAL

The vyear 1984 is both the Unite
City of Vanoouver's [00th aﬂwwa%
couver City Council organize
local peace ygroups, a waa%*",
contributed over $80,000 to helr
The week included :ié%gzma gyent
and pesce disp :

rally in B,

International Year of Peace and the
} i *“aﬂ~ ma é%iﬂﬂﬁ, Van-
and

5 4 /C\Hﬁﬁ

bhe

given at the
tlished as a populs
who addressed the
ancouver Froposals
hat can be taken
sent toc the leaders
”Q?f C@uﬂsi}i The tert of
i ¥

2.9 BISTER CITIES

Te help build internationsal
eetablished Sister-city rel dassa in the USSR, VYokohama in
Edinburgh in Scotland, anrd Canton in China. The Sister-city progran
afraﬁﬁzﬁﬂ cultural ewchanges and vecag,@tai visivg by ity afficials,
3 eienity committee of Council has besn established by Vancouver to coor-
ﬁlﬁa;ﬁ the Sister-City progras,

understanding ang tooperation, Vancouver has

o
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Vancouver City Council is nat the wsaly level of sunicipal government asctive in
peace issuss in Vancouver, The Vancouver School feard is also on record  in
support of peace and disarmament. The Schopl Board co-sponsared the 19385 dalk

for Peace with Lity Council and End the fres Race. The School Bosrd has also
passed A motion opposing crulse sissile testing in Lanade, and allows the
distribution of peacs literature in the schocl svstea. Finally, the Gchoonl

Board s dnitiating a pilot project on globael education which hag a strong
facus on peale.

g HADW T LOmEY O VOUR L Ooal, SGOVESMMENT

In many rasps, Lity Co in 1rzﬁt‘«a and
disarnanenl nmotions wi ;

however, the initistive coaes from peace groups = :

Council o take action on peasce izsues., Scap suggesiio
when lebbying your City Couneil on peace are given below:

1wids have irtroduced thesr
wul any prompting froa

i
A4
8
f

te tabke

gortion of people on it to  slan  and

= form a wossittee with 2 broad
coordinate your caspaign.

= ooevelop @ timetadbls for your aosproa

M
"
£3
o
3!
E
b= 3
w2
5

~ decide the issue

NWFI, wopose crulse t.). Sone 3 ruoto un
sider are:  {iJ measure be in helping to
build pressurg §f thols the issue tiasly  asd
Tikely te atiract tibofE there s reavsonanis
charce that Counci

= plan the fyy of action vyou 0y

T3
L)
WU

v
hold a refsreadum, etg,!).
mation than to kolg & refaren

public participation and educ

o o
D s o

send copy of

= consider  any  follow-up actio
letter to f{eder and/or provincia E L
neighbouring eunicipalities and urge similar sction, eto),

Towoup vou
pre-anble that gives some of the reasons why tis

o
motion is a good ides. The draft sotion could be weitten with or by s
x 1

- draft & propopsed sotion thet sncludes the issue, action, and
have decides on. Include a

sympathetic member of council. See fppendi I dor sample motion,
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1,2, FIHD QUY BAGIC INFORMATION

be well oprepared to
petions about
galing  witlh

thoroughly research the :ssue you have chosen, and
rgspond £o0 any counter-argumeats., &lso be prepared to answor gu
<l

whether it is appropriate for municipal governaents to  be
issues such as disarmanment

find  out from the City Clerk what dissrmanent measures have previously heen
adopted or defeated by vour fity Council,

Cempile & list of your City Councillors. Include names, phone numbers, and
how they voted on previous disarcasent soticns.

resgarch  whether any cther coeaunities in your area have passed similar
respluticons,

3. IMITIAL APPROACH

try to arrange mestings with esach councillor individually, and chooze two or
three well-gpoken and respected mesbers of vour group to a;tgﬁﬁ ,Wﬁfiﬁ§§e
it is a good idea to mmel first with those councillors you  suspect  are

3
T atguire acn@ dence,
i

i
gyspathetic i@ your  astion. In %l i
@ WhEn  Approathing 3¢$§

suggestiong and  support  which  ma
sympathetic mesbers of council

giplain the concept and ity ieportence to each mesber of el answer any

*
questions they have, and leave with thes some writien inforeation on  your
issue.

try  fto get a commitmsnt from each councillor mOve, or
second  vour aoticn., T6 i vary 1mﬁmrt&ﬁi to i Yau oo car
count wn, and which seshers of council vou nee:

o nrR-arranged

apa sRcondsr of the sot
11, Horkis ;
Ting your

nover and

4. BUILD COMBUNIYY BUPPORT

council will be wmure likely to support your proposal if vou can  demonstrate
strong coamunity support.

fetters endursing your proposal from cosmunity organt:
bhﬁlﬂﬁﬁ &L, Enurnﬁasﬁ Tabour mr;aﬂiﬂatiwmﬁ, student councils,
individuels. Send copies of these letters of suport to all  menm
councill before the council meeting where your motion will be dezlt wi

encourage  individuals to send letters and make phone valls tn thuss maghers
of council who have not vet decided to support your motion.,

attespt to get sose coverage in your local ne<spaperi{s) and radic stations
befare the mobtion comes before council,



3.5, THE COUNCIL MEETING

@

when your motion comes before council, arrange to have a broad range of
organizations and individuals appear before council as delegations to speak
in support  of your motion. Contact as many chuch, profeszional, peace,
women ‘s, ethnic, labour and community organizations as you can and gnupurage
them to appear. Try io ensurse that the people who asppesar before council are
well-spoken, credible, and fully grepared,

re. This will

?i@ﬂé} &% Han “EQ‘,&-IE a8 23 8 &
@{.é»l ingersgsy 8

o i
demonstrate fo council membere th
this issue,

council  chashb
congiderable 1

notify the media of when your motion will be appesring before council, and
offer to make a representative pi your group avatlable for intervisws,

&, A REFERENDUN Canralibw

ey

if council approves a dissrmpasent referandum, your group should be prepared
to conduct a campaign to educate the public and mobilize voters to support

the resolution.

public meetings with a disarmament "expart’ as a kevnote speaker, or with
local wmunicipal candidates are a good way of building supnort for your
campaign.

produce a "VOTE YES® poster and/or
public events, shopping malls, stre

atteapt to get media toverage of your caspaign through press releases, press
conferences, guests on open-line radio shows, and 1f funds permit, newspaper
advertisements, '

7. IF AT FIRST YOU DON'T SUCCEED..

Try again! In wany cosmunities theea, or  even fpur

atteapts to get & disarmament peas

a good i1dea is to twin 3 member of vous w ol bh
cpposed your sotion, The wmember of vyour group
responsibility to get to know the councillor and try tao
to support the motion if it isa re-introduced.

consider producing a petition urging the council to support the resciction.

if yeu are attespting to have your community declared a NWFZ, and councij
has turned you down on your first sttempt, try to start fream the hottom-up
by encouraging churches, schools  and  apartment buildings to declars
themsalves nuclear weapon free zongs.

in the next local election, send 2 gquestionnaire to Bvery candidate esking
if they will support peace initiatives if slectisd, Puhlicize the rasults nf
the guestionnaira, and gncourage people to vote for pro-peace candidales.
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APPENDIX 2
BANPLE MOTION

Motion passed by Vancouver City Council on December 18, 19034:

THAT WHEREAS City Council, on st 21, 1984, endorsed 2 resolution froam
the City of Toronto, supporting the dsclaration of six nations for a mutual
and verifiable freeze on the production, testing and deployment of nurclear

weapons and their delivery svstess;

in

&

AND WHEREAS Vancouver City Council has pessed many similar motion
support ©f a nuclear weapons fresze;

AND WMEREAS on Novembder 20, the Canadian Gov
te

grnment votzd “"Np! E]
nuclear freeze resolution at the First Comamit t

to
he United Mations:

AND WHEREAS this resolution will be vated on agzin in 2 we

L]

e
ks

THEREFORE BE 7 RESULVED THAT Vancouver City Council call on the Canadian
Bovernment to change its vote at the Beneral Asseably of the United Nations,
to supress the strong desire of the Canatian peopls tor a mutual, verifiable
nuclear weapons freeze;

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT copies of this resglution ba copied to
Hon. Joe Clark, External Aéfairs Minister, John Turner, Lesder of the Liberal
Party, Ed Broadbent, Lzader o0f ihe NOP, Disarmament fmbassador Doug RocHe and
U.N. Ambassador Stephen Lewis, and End the Arms Race,



APPENDLX 3

VANCOUVER PROFPOSALS FOR PEACE

®

“End the Arms Race ~ Fund Human Needs” ~ this is the messags of Vancouver's Waik
for Peace in the year of its hundredth anniveraary.

It is natural that this City, which has declared itself to be a nuclear weapons-free zone
and which has, on many occasions, urged the cause of peace, should have chosen this
occasion to sponsor the Vancouver Centennial Peace and Disarmament Symposium.

The people of Vancouver and their elected representatives are only too conscious of
the threat posed by the arms race to the survival of humanity and of the tremendous
waste of resources which it causes. 'Lhm waste of resources has serious consequences
everywhere, and we cannot ignore the fact that in many parts of the developed world
there is unemployment, hardship and p@verty which, although less severe, is otherwise
not unlike that in the Third World.

In the nuclear age, war is no longer a way of resclving conflicts between xzas’zianﬁ. In
1961, the United States and the U.5.8.R. came to the conclusion that war could onl ¥ be
eliminated by general and complete disarmament and agreed on mg,,iﬁ principles u}*

which all further negotiations should be based, and this was agreed by the United ’*J..s,qu.s
General Assembly. Eight years ago, the U.N. General %%embiy declared unanimously
we must end the arms race and proceed to disarmament or face annihilation. Ye ei, despite
this and other resolutions of the United Nations, we %‘ the fact that no progress has

e
been made towards nuclear or any other form of disarmamen 1t, despite tha fact that
most, if not all, of the thousands of nuclear explosive devices that have been piled 1

are militarily useless.

On the contrary, we are moving into a new phase of escalation and counter-escalation
of the nuclear arms race and, if this process is not stopped and ‘fﬁverwé, the i‘(“\-ixu&}’}zr‘
outcome will be a further reduction in the security of the nuclea eapons powers them-

B

selves and indeed of the whole world. We are rapidly appm:«m‘z’mg the point at whict
ill be equality of security only in the sense that there will be no sec urity for

ﬁﬂu W
anyone.,

The catastrophe we face is not inevitable. There are immediate opportunities to check
this suicidal process and gain time to reverse it:

1. A Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty, stopping all further testing of nuclear weapons.
We urge the United States to ra,,gﬁmj :o the Soviet initiative by immediately ceasing
nuclear testing and urge the Soviet Union to ex?;émé its moratorium. We call upon
other nuclear states to stop all nuciear weapons tests,

2. A ban on all weapons in space.
3. A freeze on development, testing or deplovment of new nuclear w pons and their
delivery systema.

4. Immediaie and eubstantial reductions in the existing nuclear arsenals.

s
Lot



The establishment of nuclear weapons-free zones in Central Europe, the Nordic and
Balkan regions and the Indian and Neorth Aummw Oceans and compliance by the
nuclear-weapons states with the newly-established South Pacific Nuclear-Free Zone
Treaty.

6. Renunciation by all states, and in particular by the nuclear-weapons states, of
the use or threat of furce and intervention in the affairs of other states, and a
cormnitment to negotiate an agreement to that effect.

7. Recognizing that the arms race is having serious negaiive effects, both on the naticns
invelved and on the whole world, it is now urgently necessary to reduce substantially
2]l military budgets and transfer the resources thus saved to the promotion of human
wellbeing,.

These are steps that can and must be takea now. None of them need wait for long
negotiations and formal treaties. The process must be started and independent initiatives
are therefor2 needed. The Report of The Secretary General of the United Nations on
unilateral or independent nuclear disarimament measures, adopted in December, 1084 by
136 votes to 1 by the U.N. General Assembly requires far more serious consideration and
action.

We feel that the proposals made by General Secretary Gorbachev on 15th Januarv, 1686
could lead to significant progress. We urge, therefore, that the existing disarmament
forums consider these proposals and éwemy a mutually mv«.«.p{a“a apprﬂ&mh to the
achievement of nuclear disarmament which can then be jointly agreed and implemented.
The measures we have proposed are essential first steps back from the edge of oblivion
and toward a peaceful world. It is within the power of the people of ¢:ch and every
country to exercise their right to determine and preserve their own fuiure, to intervene
and compel a change of course. We particularly comunend to the smaller nations the
positive role they can play in bringing about this change.

Parallel with these changes, new creative initiatives are needed to address the problems
of hunger, disease, education, environment and other global problems, and indeed to the
establishment of a just international economic order.

From this peacelul city we appeal to ous sisters and brothers everywher

Let us net together now io end the arms race and fo fund human needs.
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