A thirst for more:

Morphological changes in Arceuthobium americanum
indicate water theft from its host, Pinus contorta

Dylan Ziegler and Cynthia Ross Friedman
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Introduction

Dwart mistletoes (DMs) are a group of dioecious
parasitic flowering plants!

Arceuthobium americanum (lodgepole pine DM)
infects Pinus contorta (lodgepole pine) (Fig. 1)
and stunts the host’s growth
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A. americanum invades ray parenchyma of the 't -
tree and consequently steals the host's water! Figure 1. Female A. americanum parasitizing Pinus contorta. The aerial shoots Figure 3. Stomatal density (blue) and fruit volume (red) relationship
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the sepals are * Flowers may provide water conducting force for
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Second-year fruits were mounted on aluminum development is W . A. americanum uses thermogenesis for seed
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